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The research

ÅUndertaken between 2007-2010 in the 
Wellington region

ÅDifferent methodologies:
ïObservational fieldwork

ïQuestionnaire survey

ïInterviews

ïReview of academic and popular literature

ÅFindings have been presented at 
conferences and to TLAs 



Outline of presentation

1. Historical relationship between urban growth, 
transport and retailing; and challenges facing 
smaller retailing centres today

2. Changes to smaller centres over the last 20 
years

3. Location decisions of local independent 
retailers

4. Ways in which TLAs seek to manage large 
format (or big box) retail

5. Predictions of how urban form may adapt to 
different future transport and retail



How have transport and 
urban form shaped 

retailing in our cities?



Early European settlement: 
the walkablecity



Suburban expansion: 
early public transport



Electric tramlines development 
opened up new suburbs



Improved connectivity to 
suburban centres



State housing schemes led to
ƴŜǿ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ Χ



ΧŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ



Late C20th to present day: 
Impact of private enterprise 

and global retail 



What are the challenges 
ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ 

centres?



Investigate possible reasons for 
success and decline

Successful adaptation Potential decline
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